Introduction
During study of inclusions of Late Eocene Rovno amber a well preserved specimen of a new species of mites of the family Stigmaeidae (Acari, Raphignathoidea) was found. This is the first fossil record of the mite family Stigmaeidae. The purpose of this paper is to describe Mediolata eocenica Kuznetsov, Khaustov et Perkovsky, sp. n.
Material and methods
Main part of Rovno amber inclusions of Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology, including described below sample, taken from open-cut mine "Pugach" in Klesov (Rovno Region, Ukraine) -single deposit of the factory "Ukramber" (Rovno) in the last years. In the description terminology follows Kethley (1990) . Geology and fauna of Lagerschta tte were reviewed by Perkovsky et al. (2007 Perkovsky et al. ( , 2010 . All measurements are given in micrometers (µm). Photo was taken with aid of a digital camera (Canon PowerShot A-630) via ocular of a compuund microscope ÌBI-11. Holotype is deposited in the collection of Schmalhausen Institute of Zoology of National Academy of Science of Ukraine, Kyiv (SIZK).
Female (?). Idiosoma 272 long, maximum wide 185. Gnathosoma bent under propodosoma and invisible. Idiosomal dorsum ( fig. 1 ). Idiosoma oval. All dorsal plates with polygonal ornamentation. Propodosoma completely covered by one propodosomal plate bearing two distinct eyes situated posteriorly to setae ve, a pair of very large oval postocular bodies, and 4 pairs of setae (vi, ve, sci, sce R e m a r k s. Mites of the superfamily Raphignathoidea are free-living predators inhabiting soil, litter and various plants. Until now only one species, Neophyllobius succineus Bolland et Magowski, 1990 (Camerobiidae), was described from Late Eocene Baltic amber (Bolland, Magowski, 1990) . Mediolata sp. n. is the second raphignatoid and the first stygmaeid described from fossil resin. Recent species of the genus Mediolata Canestrini, 1889 are distributed worldwide (Fan, Zhang, 2005) and mainly inhabit bark of different arboreal plants, so the discovery of Mediolata as an amber inclusion is not a surprise. The discovery of this mite in amber suggests that Stigmaeidae may have been abundant in the Late Eocene but have most probably been overlooked in large pieces of amber because of their minute size. Future research might undoubtedly discover more representatives of the superfamily Raphignathoidea in fossil resins. Ðèñ. 1. Mediolata eocenica sp. n., }: 1 -äîðñàëüíàÿ ñòîðîíà òåëà; 2 -îáùèé âèä ñâåðõó. Ìàñøòàáíûå ëèíåéêè 100 ìêì.
